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Programme

(Notes by FELIX APRAHAMIAN)

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH

Prelude and Fugue in C minor [Peters 11, No. 6]

Chorale-Preludes from the Clavieriibung, Part 111
[Peters VII, No. 39 a, b, ]

Kyrie, Gott Vater in Ewigkeit (C.F. in Sop., a 2 clav. e Ped.)
Christe, alle Welt Trost (C.F. in Tenote 2 2 clav. e Ped.)
Kyrie, Gott, Heiliger Geist (a 5, C.F. in Basso, con organo pleno)

Fantasia in G major [Peters 117, No. 2]

LOUIS VIERNE (1870-1937)

Toccata (Op. 53)

For thirty-seven years VIERNE was organist at Notre-Dame de Paris. He had
been in tura the pupil of Franck, Widor and Guilmant and was, at the time of his death
at the keyboard of his beloved organ, the undisputed leader of the French school of

h he left some excellent music -in other forms, it is as

organist-composers. Althoug .
There are six organ symphonies,

a composer of organ music that he is best known.
one of which was highly praised by no less a critic than Debussy, and about sixty smaller

pieces contained in a number of suites.
The Toccata comes from the second suite of ¢ Piéces de Fantaisie.” Its unflagging
hromaticism which is characteristic

rhythm is assisted by the grinding pungency of ac
of Vierne’s music. ’

JEAN LANGLAIS (b. 1907)

Chant de Paix
ist of the Church of Sainte-Clotilde in Paris where

Jeax Langrars is the blind or > _ Ar1s v
his predecessors have been Ermend Bonnal, Charles Tournemire, Gabriel Pierné and




César Franck. In his work he show hienaelf
masters have been Paul Dukas for s himeelf worthy

foe organ.

= e of such 3 swecrssion.  His
Crrmposition and André Marchal and Marce! Deeped

‘e & »y -
c ' Chant de Par : : L ;
Th h e Parx ™ ix thied of a ser of nine picees fur organ.  Written during

the dark days of 1943, the peace it ungy i é A _
contemplation. BY tv af the mner life, the woruitied oalm of

OLIVIER MESSIAEN (b. ts0s)

o5 i c -{ c : N P - . g . .
.\I.A;csté du h!‘l\_t d m:md.mt K | _k_\l(Jl!‘C 3 son Pcm ,\u L’.»\::ccnsmn ,)

Comtroversy rages over the music of Musstaps Ir | )

: y MUsIC ¢ LSILAFN. ncks neither its detractors
nor TS "-"l]“?;") ardent devoeees, but an indifferent atutude seems impoadible. A pupil,
like Langlats, of Paul Dukas and Marcel Dupré, organist at the Saince-Trinité in Paris,
Profcssor of Flarmony at the Conservatoire and a devout Cathalic, Messiaen s a2 world-

famous composer at torry.  He is ae present wocking « . il i
Koussevitzky for the Beston Symph.fny Orchiestra. g o0 a symphoay eommissioned by

Although Jritten in 1933, before Messiacn declared his musical ends and means in
a_manifesto, “ L'Ascension " contains certain elements which are xtill characteristic
of his style: a fondaess for slow, sustained movements, a rich chromatic harmony
and unusual colqut cffects.  The work consists of foug symphonic meditations " of
which the first is 1o be heard this evening. [t is taspited by a passage from Saine
John's Gospel : ** Fatker, the hosr is crme - ,ggrg;_!) thy san, that thy Somalio mray glorify thee.”

JEHAN ALAIN (1911-1940) -
Litanies . ’

When - JeHAN Avraix fell before Saumur, France lost a young compuser of fine
achicvement and cven greater promise. FHe, too, had studied with Dukas and Dupr¢
and had distinguished himsclf at the Paris Conservatoire. * Liranics ™ was completed
in August, 1937, and first performed by the composer at a reciral given at the Sainte-
Trinit¢ in 1938, A cluc to the proper nn‘da:rstamﬁng' of the piece, with its scemingly
obstinate repetitions of the fragment of melody heard at the outset, is held in the
suggestive lines with which Alain prefaced the score: * When the Christian soul in irs
distress finds no new words with which to implore God’s mercy, it repeats unceasing)
the same invocation with vchemene faith. Reason arrains ‘its limit. Only Paitz
continues its ascent.”

IMPROVISATION

ON A THEME TO BE SUBMITTED BY DRr. HerBrRT HOWELLS
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 12, at 6.45

Ralph Downes

Organist of Brompton Oratory

Works by

SWEELINCK, GUILAIN, PURCELL, DURUFLE,
FRESCOBALDI, WESLEY, WAGENAAR, REGER

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, at 6.45

George Malcolm

Otrganist of Westminster Cathedral

Works by
BACH, FRANCK, WIDOR.
@

SILVER COLLECTION



